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SUBJ: GRAIN AND PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
REF: STATE 078157, PRAGUE 346 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN NO IMPROVEMENT IN LOCAL PRECIPITATION 
SITUATION SINCE PRAGUE 346 REPORT IN MID-FEBRUARY. IN MARCH, 
PRECIPITATION ON COUNTRY-WIDE BASIS WAS FORTY-THREE PERCENT 
OF NORMAL, AND PRECIPITATION IN BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA FOR PERIOD 
APRIL 1-16 (LATEST FOR WHICH DATA AVAILABLE) WAS ONLY 

FIVE PERCENT OF NORMAL. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN MODERATE 
RAINFALL IN LAST FEW DAYS, SOIL MOISTURE IS STILL FAR BELOW 
SATISFACTORY LEVELS. 

2. AGRICULTURAL AND GENERAL PRESS HAVE COMMENTED ON DROUGHT, 
NOTING THAT IN ADDITION TO PRIMARY EFFECT OF DEHYDRATION, LACK 

OF MOISTURE WILL HAVE SECONDARY EFFECT OF RAISING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
HERBICIDES AND PESTICIDES, REQUIREMENTS WHICH CANNOT BE 
COMPLETELY SATISFIED IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA UNDER BEST OF CONDITIONS. 
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3. EMBASSY HAS NOT HAD INDICATIONS OF ANY SIGNIFICANT WINTERKILL 
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IN AUTUMN-SOWN GRAINS. AGRICULTURAL OFFICIALS HAVE PUBLICLY 
ADMITTED THAT FREEZEING WEATHER IN EARLY AND MID- APRIL, COMING 
ALTER VERY MILD MARCH TEMPERATURES, CAUSED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE 
TO ERUIT, VEGETABLE, AND SUGARBEET PLANTINGS AND WILL NECESSITATE 
REPLANTING, BUT THEY HAVE SPECIFICALLY SAID THAT GARIN NOT HARMED. 

4. ESTIMATE 2.8 MILLION HECTARES UNDER GRAIN IN 1974, OE WHICH 
1.3 MILLION HECTARES UNDER WHEAT. ATTEMPTING OBTAIN OFEICIAL 
EIGURES, AND WILL ADVISE. 

5. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE FOLLOW GRAIN SITUATION AND 

WILL REPORT DEVELOPMENTS. IF CONTINUED INTEREST ANTICIPATED, 
HOWEVER, RENEW OUR 1973 SUGGESTION THAT INTERESTED WASHINGTON 
AGENCIES MAY WISH TO ASK FBIS 

EOR PERIODIC MEDIA REPORTS ON GRAIN CROP PROSPECTS. WORTZEL 
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